How to Make Money Raising Chukar Partridge

by Carl G. Kline, MBA
Foreword

The chukar partridge comes from Central Asia It has rapidly become a leading game and food bird in the
United States since an early release was made in California in 1932. The demand for this gentle and
easily raised bird has grown swiftly since that time. Chukars are now being used on shooting preserves;
in restaurants; for dog training and trials; for stocking; and for most other uses made of game birds.
Some shooting preserves report the demand for chukar by hunters, is equal to that of the Ringneck
Pheasant. Several states have been raising and releasing chukars for years. Most large game bird
breeders now raise them to satisfy a rapidly growing demand.
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RAISING CHUKAR PARTRIDGE

STARTING WITH CHUKARS

Most game bird farms will sell you breeding stock, eggs, or day old chicks. However it is
more economical to start with chicks or fertile eggs if only one or two groups are planned
for the season.

Buy with care whether you select eggs, day old chicks, or mature breeding stock. Before
buying, consider the reputation of the farm and seller, history of the parent flock,
conformation of the bird to the particular characteristics of chukars, and uniformity of
chicks, eggs, or mature stock. Are the birds blood tested for pullorum and other diseases?
Has the seller been in business for a long time? Evidence of the sellers having been in
business for several years and having a good disease prevention program is often
evidence of a good quality product.

Whatever way you choose to start raising chukars, be prepared. Read this publication and
any others available to thoroughly familiarize yourself with the techniques and methods
of raising this very interesting and beautiful bird. Get your equipment, pens, and other
facilities ready. Line up a source for feed, medications, and other necessary items. Have
an idea of what you intend to do with your birds at what point. Plans and planning are fun
and do not have to be inflexible.



